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 Health Care Reform Update 

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING HEALTHCARE REFORM 
 Update #98 June, 2019 

Executive Order on Improving Price and Quality Transparency in American 
Healthcare to Put Patients First 

The President has issued an executive order that is intended to improve price and quality transparency in 
health care.  For the most part, the order calls for the following agency actions and guidance, consistent 
with applicable law: 
 
High Deductible Health Plans:    The Treasury Department (Treasury) is directed to issue guidance within 
120 days that would allow high deductible health plans (HDHPs) to remain compatible with HSAs while 
covering medical care that helps individuals with chronic conditions maintain health status, before the 
deductible. 
 
Medical Expenses:    Within 180 days, Treasury is to propose regulations to treat expenses related to 
certain arrangements, potentially including direct primary care arrangements and health-care sharing 
ministries, as eligible medical expenses under IRS Code § 213(d). 
 
FSA Carryover:    Treasury is also directed to issue guidance within 180 days to increase the amount that 
can be carried over after year-end under health FSAs. 
 
Transparency:    HHS, Treasury, and the DOL are directed, within 90 days, to request comments on a 
proposal to require insurers and self-insured health plans (as well as providers) to make available 
information about expected out-of-pocket costs to patients before they receive care.  Also, within 180 
days, HHS is directed to increase access to de-identified claims data from group health plans (as well as 
taxpayer-funded healthcare programs) for researchers, innovators, and others, in a manner that ensures 
patient privacy and security. 
 
This executive order does not change any laws at this time.  The ultimate impact will be known only after 
the agencies issue the requested regulations and guidance.  However, sponsors of employer-provided 
health plans should continue to watch this issue as changes may be coming before 2020 along the lines 
addressed in the order.  
 
For more Information click on the below links: 
 

Executive Order 
 
Fact Sheet 
 

Bernie Lowe & Associates, Inc. is not providing any legal advice with regard to compliance with the requirements of 
the Affordable Care Act ("ACA").  Bernie Lowe & Associates, Inc. makes no representation as to the impact of plan 
changes on a plan's grandfathered status or interpretation or implementation of any other provisions of ACA.  Bernie 
Lowe & Associates, Inc. will not determine whether coverage is discriminatory or otherwise in violation of Internal 
Revenue Code Section 105(h). 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-improving-price-quality-transparency-american-healthcare-put-patients-first/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-putting-american-patients-first-making-healthcare-transparent/

